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On Luxor Day which represents the commemoration of discovering the tomb of
Tutankhamun 1 1922 and as a contribution of the Supreme Council of Antiquities,
comes the opening of three royal tombs (Ay, Siptah, Rameses VII) and three private
ones (Nefer - renpet, Nefer - sekhrw , Djehuty-mes) after being restored and pre-
pared for visit.

No doubt that this archaeological event represents a special importance as those
tombs are opened for visit for the first time since their discovery at the end of the
last century and the beginning of the present one.

This event will include the International Archaeological Conference, which will
be held in Luxor by the Supreme Council of Antiquities on the Tombs of the Valley
of Kings in general and the Tomb of Tutankhamun in particular.

The effort made by the Supreme Council of Antiquities in general and the staff
of Luxor Archaeological Site in particular, deserves all appreciation and respect.
Greetings to all the archaeologists, restorers, engineers, technicians and every faith-
ful hand shared in executing this work so successfully

Farouk Husni
Minister of Culture
Chairman of S. C. A.
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The staff of Luxor Archaeological Site has always been eager to present an-
nually something new in the field of restoring tombs and temples.

Last year Luxor celebrated, on the occasion of its day, the opening of the
tombs of King Tuthmosis TV and Montu-Her-Khopsh-E(.

This year the celebration embodies a distinguished archaeological event rep-
resented in the opening of three royal tombs and three private ones after being re-
stored and prepared for visit. Thus, the lovers of Egypt's monuments will have the
chance to see some of Luxor's masterpieces of art and architecture.

The staff of Luxor Archaeological Site; restorers, engineers, archaeologists,
technicians and others have made a great effort to deal with these tombs taking into
consideration that some were difficult to reach and work in.

Our sincere congratulations to them all, and our greatest appreciation of this
wonderful achievement and effort that we hope to last.

Prof. Dr. Abdel Halim Nur e]-Din
Secretary General

Supreme Council of Antiquities
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RESTORATION ACHIEVEMENTS
OF LUXOR MONUMENTS
(WEST BANK)

1994

Introduction

Since the Middle Kingdom at least the West Bank of Luxor was the City of the
Dead. Funerary temples and royal or private tombs were built there.

Its monuments comprise the Valley of the Kings, The Valley of the Queens, the
Tombs of the Nobles, the Funerary Temple of Hatshipsut at Deir-el-Bahri, the Ra-
messeum Temple of Rameses IT and the Funerary Temple of Rameses ITI at Madinet
Habu etc.... These monuments stand today as an important record of the long history
of Ancient Egypt. Therefore Luxor became a very attractive site for both Egyptians
and tourists from all over the world Therefore the Supreme Council of Antiquities
(S.C.A) became deeply involved in the restoration and preservation of Luxor monu-
ments, in the development of the area and in providing funds to execute wide pro-
grams of conservation every year.

This year the S.C.A undertook very important schemes of developing many new
sites which are to be opened for the first lime to the visitors. These schemes were
undertaken in addition Lo the permanent programs of restorations. Three royal tombs
in the Valley of the Kings and another three private tombs in the area of Khokha
werc completely restored and prepared to be opened on 5/11/1994. This com-
prehensive program was achieved through the cooperation of a working team of spe-
cialists and technicians from the S.C.A. The work started at the beginning of April
1994. The following achievements have been so far accomplished.

1 - Three royal tombs of Ay, Siptah and Rameses V1l have been restored and pro-
tected to be opened to the visitors, for the first time, since the time of their discovery
at the end of the last century and the beginning of this century.

2 - Three private tombs of Nefer-renpet, Nefer-sekhrw and Djehuty-mes are thor-
oughly restored and prepared to be opened for the first time since the date of their



discovery in 1915.

3 - At Deir El - Medina, the tomb of Pashedu (no. 3) is finely restored and provided
with protective glass panels, wooden planks and suitable illumination.

4 - The tombs of Queen Titi, Prince Amunher-Khopshef, and Prince Khaemwese at
the Valley of the Queens have been restored and provided with glass screens in or-
der to protect their scenes and colours. Their grounds have been floored with wood-
en planks in order to prevent dust and to ease the visit.

* % ¥



TOMBS RESTORED TO BE OPENED
FOR THE FIRST TIME

1- THE TOMB OF KING AY
(K.V no 23, Dyn. XVII)

This unique royal tomb is situated in a cliff at the end of
the west side of the Valley of the Kings. It was hewn in the
rocks of the mountain as deep as 66m to preserve the mum-
my of King Kheperkheperure, better known as Ay who
reigned over Egypt from 1339 to 1335 B.C. The tomb was
discovered in 1817 by G.B. Belzoni. On the door of this
tomb Belzoni proudly inscribed his namc and the date of
his discovery. On entering the burial chamber of the tomb,
one of Belzoni's workers quickly dubbed it the "Turbet el
Garud" (the tomb of the monkeys) as twelve baboons are
depicted in three rows there; and since that time the west
side of the Valley has been called locally Wadi el-Garud
(Valley of the Monkeys).

Ay was an elderly priest who took the throne upon the
death of Tutankhamun. He had been a prominent courtier
and state official during the reign of several kings of the
earlier Eigthteenth Dynasty. He had been a powerful figure
at the court of Akhenaton.

King Ay had reigned only four years and his tomb was
half completed. Its decorations hurriedly applied upon grit-
ty and irregular plaster. The burial chamber of the tomb was
in the position of the antechamber in the plans of other fin-
ished tombs. This unusval position of the burial chamber
and its door shows signs of quick adaptation for a hasty bu-
rial.

Ay's tomb gained great fame alter the discovery of Tu-
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tankhamun's tomb, with which it can be compared since both share the same unusual
style of decoration. They have the same distinctive style of drawing and bright col-



oured schemes that aie not found in any other royal tomb. Ay's tomb has marsh
hunting scenes that are not found in other royal lombs although they are commonly
depicted in the private tombs.

Ay's tomb suffered that famous ancient vandalism through which the face and
names of the dead person were chiselled out from the tomb walls in attempt to oblit-
erate his name and his figure. It was the fate of the kings who were considered by
their successors as usurpers of the throne.

In Tutankhamun's tomb Ay is represented dressed as a high priest with royal ti-
tles. Such representation indicates clearly that he was the new pharaoh who helped
Tutankhamun over his transition into the Underworld. This attempt of legitimization
by ritual did not work for Ay because his tomb and his huge sarcophagus were bad-
ly damaged by the followers of his successors in order to destroy his monuments. It
is likely that the desecrators of Ay's wall paintings also damaged this huge rose sar-
cophagus which Belzoni found laying broken into fragments in the tomb. At the end
of the last century, some fragments from the sarcophagus found their way into Eu-
ropean collections but many of them were returned to Egypt to be restored and ex-
hibited in the Egyptian Museum.

The tomb of Ay is approached by sloping flight of steps leading to the entrance
followed by a sloping corridor leading to another sloping steps, followed by another
sloping corridor leading to a small antechamber in the rear wall of which is the en-
trance to the burial chamber. Beyond it there is an undecorated inner roon.

The Burial Chamber :

This chamber now contains the florid sarcophagus after it had been brought from
Cairo Museumn to be exhibited in the tomb, its original place. The various fragments
from the sarcophagus which came to light since the discovery of the tomb in 1817,
had been carefully restored and glued into the sarcophagus during our work this
year.

At the present time, three decorated fragments are still exhibited in the Berlin
Museum. Two other fragments are kept in the British Museum.

The walls of the burial chamber are decorated with various coloured scenes. The
left wall is decorated with a bark having two hawk-standards and a scene of the god-
dess Nephthys. Another bark is depicted with the members of the Ennead (Ra-



horakhty, Atum, Shu, Tefnut, Geb, Nut, Osiris, Isis and Horus); text from the Book
of the Dead.

Two scenes are depicted on the front wall, the one on the right side represents
king Ay and his wife Teye spearing hippopotamus in the swamps. On the left side,
the king and his wife are shown standing 1n a canoe.

On the right wall, there are scenes from the "Book of what is in thc Underworld"
(Imy-duat), these scenes represent the sun god's boat preceded by five divinities. Be-
low, twelve baboons are depicted in three rows representing the twelve hours of the
night.

The rear wall is decorated with five scenes arranged from left to right as follows:
the four sons of Horus with an offering table between them; "the king being em-
braced by goddess Hathor"; the king with his soul being welcomed by Nut, the god-
dess of heaven welcoming the king. Once more, the king followed by his ka is re-
ceiving the sign of life from Hathor. In the last scene,the king is being embraced by
Osiris , god of the Underworld. Beyond the burial chamber lies an inner room, the
walls of which are undecorated.

WORK CARRIED OUT FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE TOMB

1 - Complete clearing of the debris.

2 - Closing up of all the fissures, the cracks and the holes in the walls of the tomb.

3 - Replacement of the fallen decorated fragments into their original places.

4 - Cleaning up all the scenes of the tomb and strengthening the paintings.

5 - Restoring and strengthening the fragile parts of the painted stucco walls.

6 - Reconstruction of the destroyed steps leading to the corridors.

7 - Railing off the walls of the burial chamber by wooden barriers to prevent the

visitors from touching the colours.

8 - Wooden gangways were placed on the sloping corridors to ease descending.

9 - Flooring the ground of the burial chamber with wooden planks.

10 - Exhibiting the granite sarcophagus in its site 1n the burial chamber.

11 - Glueding back and restoring many loose fragments of the sarcophagus recently
found in the tomb.

12 - Beautifying the front area of the tomb and providing it with shade-shelter and
seats for the comfort of the visitors.



13 - Providing the tomb with suitable illumination.
14 - Preparing a 2 km. access road, to accommodate the visitors.
15 - Placing a descriptive key-plan at the entrance of the tomb.

* % %



2- THE TOMB OF SIPTAH
(K.V. no. 47, Dyn. XIX)

his name was Rameses Siptah, but for some mysterious rea- = burial

‘When Siptah ascended the throne of Egypt in 1208 B.C,,
Sl " chamber

son, he changed it into Merenptah-Siptah. Siptah's tomb, in
which his mummy was placed until it was shifted to that of [j
Amenhotep II, is one of the longest (105m.) and most im- 'I
posing tombs. The tomb was discovered in 1905 by Ayrton. |
It was the last royal tomb of the Nineteenth and Twentieth

Dynasty to be discovered in the Valley of the Kings.

|
The tomb, is decorated in a light airy and elegant style L :I
that is predominantly green in its colour scheme. It contained
the beginning of the gracefulness of the later larger Ra-
messide tombs but 1t still has the same simplicity of design
of the earlier tombs of Sety I and other kings of this period.

The tomb is approached by flight of steps with an in-
clined plane in the center, On the door lintel is the sun disk
containing the scarab and ram-headed god Atum between
kneeling Isis and Nephthys. The king's names and titles are
written in thinly elegant and brightly coloured hieroglyphs
upon the door-jambs. Near these names and titles are two
fine reliefs of Maat, goddess of truth and justice, sitting upon
brightly coloured baskets (the hieroglyphic sign nb). The
goddess holds up her urms and wings as if beckoning the
king to enter the tomb 1n peace.

The first corridor of the tomb 1s nicely decorated; on the
left wall the king receives the sign of life from Horakhty,
then the sun disk contains scarab and Atum, with a serpent
above and a crocodile below. On the right wall is the text of
the sun hymn.

[ pathway

The second corridor is decorated, on either side, with
scenes representing Anubis attending to a mummy lying on a funerary bed with a
jackal figure above and below it. Isis, Nephthys and the four sons of Horus are de-
picted at the mner end of both walls. The third corridor is decorated with chapters



taken from the "Book of what is in the Underworld" (Imy-duat). The ceiling of the
tomb was beautifully painted with a procession of vultures whose wings spread
across the corridor's width, and above them the cartouches and titles of the king.

Beyond the first three corridors, the tomb is half filled with hard flooded debris
and the scenes are completely damaged. When work started in the tomb last May, all
the lower sections were dangerously loose and heavily flooded right into the burial
chamber.

The burial chamber still contains the huge red gramite sarcophagus with its an-
thropoid lid.

WORK CARRIED OUT FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE TOMB:

1- Clearing away great amount of debris that filled the inner sections of the tomb
and burial chamber.

2~ The fragile parts of the painted stucco walls and ceilings were entirely restored.
3- Cleaning, restoring and strengthening the reliefs and paintings.
4- Restoring, cleaning and exhibiting the huge cartoush-shaped sarcophagus.

5- Re-building and restoring, to their original forms, the flight steps and the in-
clined plane leading to the entrance of the tomb.

6- Re-building the two side retaining walls of the entrance.

7- Providing the tomb with glass panels.

8- Providing the tomb with wooden floor.

9- An adequate spot light system has been installed in the tomb.

10- A descriptive plan has been placed in front of the tomb.

* %k ¥



3- THE TOMB OF RAMESES VII
(K.V.no. 1 Dyn. XX)

This tomb was built for king Usermaare - Meryamun,
commonly called Rameses VII, whose reign lasted no more
than seven years (B.C. 1136-1129)?. The tomb had been vis-
ited and numbered by Wilkinson as tomb No. 1, of the Val-
ley of the Kings, as early as 1827. According to the graffiti
of Ptolemaic and Roman times, Rameses VII's tomb was
among the sites favored by hurried travellers. The oldest
Greek visitor's inscription cut into the walls of this tomb
dates back to 278 B C. Many other Greek or Latin Graffiti
are also to be found in this easily reached tomb.

Rameses VII's tomb is composed of a sloping pathway
leading to the entrance; a sloping corridor, the burial cham-
ber and an inner room. Above the door linte] are the king's
names, with the sun disk containing a scarab, adored by the
king followed by Isis on left and Nephthys on right.

On the left wall of the corridor are three scenes the king
burning incense and pouring water of libation, with a gazelle
being offered on an altar, to Rahorakhty-Atum-Khepri.

These scenes are followed by other scenes from the
"Book of Gates", then god Iwnmutef purifies the king as Os-
iris.

On the right wall, are three scenes of the king while he 15
censing and libating to god Ptah-Sokar-Osiris, with hymns to
the gods of Underworld. Other scenes represent the first divi-
sion and the first scene from the "Book of Caverns", then
Iwnmutel once more purifies the king as Osiris. The ceiling
of the corridor is decorated with vultures and cartouches.

Sarcophagus Chamber:

This chamber is finely decorated with religious scenes

D—L

sarcophagus

burial
chamber

pathway

among which are the scenes of Sekhmet-Bastet on the left of the entrance wall and
Wert-Hekau on the right. The left wall of the chamber is adorned with two registers



of scenes from the *Book of Aker", showinj a disk, four women kneeling before
fans and scenes of captives. On the right wall there are two registers also depictinj
divinities, the sun disk and captives. On the rear wall there are two figures of Ram-
eses VII facing the doorway of the chamber.

The ceiling of the chamber is decorated with Nut, the goddess of heaven
who appears twice, representing the sky by day and by night. There are also zodiac
scenes and a calendar of feasts. The red granite sarcophagus is decorated with Neph-
thys between Uraei, cobras and texts,

The inner room:

This small room is decorated with the figures of the king and deities. The king
offers a collar to Maat, goddess of justice and to Osiris, god of Underworld.

The niche in the rear wall of this room is decorated with a scene representing ba-
boons in the bark of Ra, with the dd-pillar on either side.

WORK CARRIED OUT FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE TOMB:
- Clearing away the debris that covered the ground of the tomb.

2- Closing up the fissures, cracks and holes in the walls.

3- Cleaning, restoring and strengthening the paintings and colours.

4- Consolidating the fragile parts of the painted stucco walls and ceilings.

5- Cleaning, restoring and strengthening the reliefs of the granite sarcophagus.
6- Re-building, the retaining walls of the entrance to their original forms.

7- Providing the tomb with wooden floor and with glass panels.

8- Proyiding the tomb with suitable illumination.

9- Providing the tomb with descriptive plan,

10- Clearing and building an access road, 100m. long, to accommodate the visitors.

11- Shade-shelter with seats are placed at the front area of the tomb.

* %k %



THREE PRIVATE TOMBS
IN KHOKHA AREA

As part of our program carrid out in the west bank of Luxor this year, three fas-
cinating private tombs have been chosen to be restored and prepared in order to save
their paintings and to introduce new visting sites to reduce congestion in the other
tombs. The three tombs are close to each other and overlooking one outer court.
They are situated in the area of khokha:
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1- THE TOMB OF NEFER-RENPET
(T.T.no. 178 Dyn . XIX)

Nefer-renpet (called Kerno), lived during the reign of Rameses II and was the
scribe of the treasury in the state of Amunre.

Nefer-renpet tomb's was discovered by R. Mondin in 1915. It is one of the best
preserved tombs dating from the X1X Dyn. The paintings that survived in the tomb
covered all the walls of the broad hall and the inner passage.

On the outer lintel there are the cartouches of Rameses II the in center with Ne-
ferrenpet and his wife Mutemwia seated before Osiris on left. On the thickness of
the door jambs, the owner of the tomb and his wife adoring the sun with hymns.

The left side of the broad hall is decorated with fourteen scenes taken from the
Book of Gates as well as scenes of the deceased and his wife in different attitudes:
adoring shrines with gardians; before heaps of burnt-offerings; being led by Anubis,
beforc the Osirid judgement; drinking from a pool; playing draughts with a cat eat-
ing some bones under the wife's chair, enjoymg music and censing and libating be-
fore King Amenhotep I and Ahmosi Nefertary.

The right half of the broad half contains six scenes: Nefer-renpet adores gate
with large bouquet and heap of offerings; men adore personified dd-pillar of Osiris
supporting sun-disk with arms of goddess Nul in mountain; adoring of gods Toth,
Maat, Atum, Sekhmet, Ptah and Isis. Rahorakhty, Tree-goddess scene and funeral
procession, including dragging of the sarcophagus accompanied with nine friends;
female mourners and servants with provisions and food tables. Then ceremonies per-
formed before mummies followed by scenes of tall bouquet and a scene of a stele
pyramid-tomb.

The scenes on the walls of the inner hall are nearly the same as that of the broad
hall. The inner most niche contains the four seated statues of the deceased and his
family.

* 3k sk



2- THE TOMB OF NEFER-SEKHERW
(T.T. no. 296, Dyn. XIX-XX)

Nefer-sekherw was the scribe of the divine offerings of all the gods and the of-
ficer of the treasury in the Southern City (Luxor). He had three wives, Maat Mut,
Sekhemwy and Nefertary. His tomb was discovered by R. Mond in 1915. The paint-
ings that survived in the tomb are depicted on the walls of the broad hall. The scenes
are arranged as follow:

On both door thickness, Nefer-sekherw and his wife are shown adoring the sun
with hymn to Amunre-Horakhty on left and to Osiris on right. On the entrance wall
to the left there are scenes from the Book of Gates in two registers, the upper one in-
cludes Nefersekherw and his wife Nefertary before gardians; with offerings; led by
Anubis and waiting the result of the judgement. In the lower register he and his wife
are depicted drinking from a pool with fish, beside trees with birds, with priests and
playing draughts; with offerings before Amenhotep I and Queen Ahmosi Nefertary
in a kiosk.

The entrance wall to the right is decorated with scenes also taken from the Book
of Gates, negative confession, funeral procession and Hathor-cow in mountain.

The left wall of the tomb is decorated with double-scene on the lintel of the door-
way leading to the burial shaft. Nefer-skherw is seen with his wife adoring Osiris,
Hathor of the west, Anubis and Isis.

The right wall contains a niche with three seated statues of the deceased and two
of his wives. On the lintel of the niche are Anubis-Jackals and Hathor-heads, jambs
with bouquet on each side.

The rear wall is decorated from left to right with adoration scenes to Osiris, Isis
and Harsaisi; three scenes of priests before the deceased, his wife and their daugh-
ters; lighting lamp with tapers and censing. These scenes are followed with a niche
contaiming statue of Osiris with texts. At each side of the niche there is a statue of
the deceased. On the western part of the rear wall there are two registers of scenes
begining with the sun disk held by arms of Nut on the dd-pillar adored by baboons,
followed by goddesses, then the souls of Buto and Herakonopolis,

The ceiling is nicely decorated with flowers and geometrical forms.

* %k %



3- THE TOMB OF DJEHUTY-MES
(T.T. no. 295, Dyn. XVIII)

This tomb belongs to Djehuty-mes (called Paroy) who lived during the reign of
Tuthmosis IV and Amenhotep II. Djehuty-mes was a sm-priest in the place of Em-
bolment and also head of the secrets in the chest of Anubis. His tomb was dis-
covered by R. Mond in 1915. The scenes of the tomb repersent Djehuty-mes with
his wife Nefertary together with their children and relatives with bouquets in adora-
tion attitudes in the presence of Rennut, goddess of harvest, Osiris and other deities.
Preists are represented in the tomb performing rites and purifying the deceased and
his wife. The ceiling of the tomb is beautifully decorated.

The three private tombs, now restored and prepared for visitors, are of great im-
portance among the Theban tombs and are good examples of their periods in the
Theban Necropolis.

* ¥ %



WORK CARRIED OUT FOR THE PRESERVATION OF THE THREE
TOMBS )

1- Cleaning away the debris that remained in the three tombs.

2- Re-building and restoring the walls of the outer courtyard, the enclosure walls and
the staircase leading to the court to their original forms.

3- Removing away high heaps of debris and beautifying the area around the tombs.

4- Treatment of the cracks, fissures and holes in the stucco walls of the tombs.

5- Cleaning, restoring and strengthening the paintings.

6- Providing the tombs with glass panels for the protection of the scenes.

7- Planking the grounds of the three tombs in order to prevent dust and to ease the
visit.

8- Providing the tombs with suitable illumination.

9- Beautifying the facades of the nearby houses.

10- Preparing an access road (600 m. long), to accommodate the visitors.

11- Providing the tombs with descriptive key-plan.

* ¥ 3k
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